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Dial 1922 to hear
PM Narendra Modi’s
MANN KI BAAT

It was a momentous day for the country, as PM Narendra Modi inaugurated 
India’s first modern inland waterway terminal on river Ganga in Varanasi on
November 12th. PM Modi received the first consignment since independence via 
inland vessel MV RN Tagore. It completed its journey from Haldia to Varanasi on 
river Ganga.

Exclusive Focus
PM Modi dedicates India’s First Multi-Modal Inland 
Waterway Terminal to the Nation
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Addressing the gathering, PM Modi said inland waterway would save time and money, reduce 
congestion, reduce cost of fuel, and reduce vehicular pollution. Referring to the arrival of the first inland 
container vessel in Varanasi, he said that Eastern Uttar Pradesh is now connected with the Bay of 
Bengal, through the water route. Development of the multi-modal terminal under the Jal Marg Vikas 
Project is a milestone moment in the history of India’s inland waterway transport sector.

MV RN Tagore was the first vessel on
inland waterways since independence

It is India’s first multi-modal inland 
waterway terminal

Inland waterways has immense 
potential to emerge as alternative to 

road transport

To cover NW-1
1,390 Km on river Ganga

Total estimated cost
`5,369 crore

Enable commercial navigation
of vessels with capacity

of 1,500-2,000 DWT

After the passage of the National Waterways Act, 2016, under which 111 inland 
waterways were declared as national waterways, Government launched the Jal 
Marg Vikas (JMV) project to boost the carrying capacity of the Ganga. The 
opening of the Varanasi port marks a major advance in this ambitious project. 
JMV project will facilitate the movement of 1,500-2,000 tonne vessels along 
the Prayagraj-Haldia stretch.

Key Facts Jal Marg Vikas Project
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Addressing a large and enthusiastic gathering, PM Modi said that the day is historic, for Kashi, for 
Poorvanchal, for Eastern India, and for the whole of India. He said that along with Varanasi, the entire 
country is now witness to how, the vision of Next Gen Infrastructure can transform the means of 
transport. PM Modi took pride in the fact that airports in remote areas, rail connectivity in parts of 
North East, rural roads and highways have become a part of Union Government’s identity.

Modern Infrastructure Built at a Rapid Pace in Last 
Four Years' - PM Modi in Varanasi

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid foundation 
stones of projects with worth over Rs. 2400 crores in 
Varanasi. He inaugurated the Varanasi Ring Road 
Phase 1, and the development and construction for 
four laning of Babatpur-Varanasi Section of NH-56. He 
also inaugurated and laid the Foundation Stone for 
various other development projects.
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Infrastructure and connectivity is vital for 
any nation to flourish both economically 
and in the societal sphere. When terrain is 
paved, rivers bridged and ships given 
dock, the arc of human progress expands. 
During the past four years with India’s 
rising position both in terms of domestic 
growth and in international market is 
evidence of the fact that infrastructure 
development has been a key priority of 
the government led by PM Modi. 

To fulfil the vision of New India conjectured aptly by our PM, the 
government is facilitating  a holistic development through developing our 
railways, roadways, aviation, waterways or affordable housing.

Many states in North East 
connected for the first time 
Electrification increased by 

more than 3 times

Cover Story
Redefining India with 
New-Age Infrastructure 

No of railway accidents Track renewals

Electrification

118

2103 rkm/y

73

2013-14 2017-18

2926 km
4405 km

2013-14 2017-18

2013-14 2017-18

608 rkm/y

Railways
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Number of domestic air passengers 
crossed 100 million in 2017

Speed of Highway Construction Speed of Rural road construction

Traffic handled at major ports

75

12 km/day
69 km/day

134 km/day27 km/day

555 mt

679.35 mt
34

1947-14 2014-18 2013-14 2017-18

2013-14 2017-18 2013-14 2017-18

Roads

Aviation Shipping

Quantum leap in housing

Added by UDAN, with 102
airports operational Roads

More than 1.20 crore affordable 
houses build under PM Awas Yojana 
in both rural and urban areas

Smart cities to 
positively impact
10 crore Indians
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Top Stories
Delivering Progress at
Express Speed
Kundli-Manesar Section of the Kundli-Manesar-Palwal 
(KMP) Western Peripheral Expressway was 
inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi on November 19, at 
Gurugram, Haryana. He also inaugurated the 
Ballabgarh-Mujesar Metro Link and laid the 
foundation stone of Shri Vishwakarma Skill University.

Addressing the gathering, PM said that 
the Expressway and metro connectivity 
will usher in a transportation revolution in 
Haryana. The Expressway would play a 
major role in reducing the pollution in 
Delhi and surrounding areas.

Links to NH1, NH2, NH8 & NH10

It is a 135 km long stretch

Together with Eastern Peripheral 
Expressway, it is now the largest 
ring road in Delhi

Work started post 2014, while 
original deadline was 2009

Upgraded to 6 lane highway

Total cost of Rs.6,400
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‘Financial Inclusion has become a reality for
1.3 bn Indians’- PM Modi
PM Modi became the first Head of Government to deliver the keynote address at Singapore Fintech 
Festival which represents the world’s largest platform for FinTech community connecting global 
leaders.  Stating that India is witnessing an explosion of financial technology, innovation and 
enterprise, the PM pitched India as the favourite investment destination. The PM during his address 
also emphasized upon the changing nature of the global economy and highlighted the technological 
progress made by India through the creation of digital infrastructure and the JAM (Jan-Dhan, Aadhaar 
and Mobile) trinity.

Further, In a major move to expand the banking network, a crucial component of the financial inclusion, 
PM Narendra Modi has launched a global fintech platform APIX- Application Programming Interface 
Exchange. The platform aims to connect companies to financial institutions globally and become a 
banking solution for 1.7 billion people unbanked.
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India is a nation of diverse 
circumstances and challenges. Our 
solutions must also be diverse. Our 
digitisation is a success because our 
payment products cater to everyone

Digital Technology is also introducing 
transparency and eliminating 
corruption through innovation such as 
the GEM

The digital infrastructure in India  has 
helped us launch Ayushman Bharat 
scheme, world’s largest healthcare 
scheme

The India story shows six great 
benefits of fintech: Access, inclusion, 
connectivity, ease of living, opportunity 
and accountability

We see inspiring stories of 
extraordinary innovation changing 
ordinary lives. Our focus should be on 
the ‘Sarvodaya’ development of all 
through’ Antyodaya’ that is 
‘development of the most 
marginalised’.

The FinTech festival is a celebration
of belief

We are in an age of historic transition 
brought about by technology. From 
desktop to cloud, from internet to 
social media, from IT services to 
Internet of Things, we have come a 
long way in a short time

The country is now taking a leap in 
the digital future of finance

My Government game to office in 
2014 with a mission of inclusive 
development that would change the 
lives of every citizen, even the 
weakest in the remotest village. That 
mission needed a solid foundation of 
financial inclusion for all

With the power of fintech and reach 
of digital connectivity we have 
started a revolution of 
unprecedented scale

Rapidly rising digital transactions in 
India powered by RuPay and BHIM

www

v

Below encapsulates some of the key takeaways from his speech
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India’s GSAT-29 communication satellite was 
successfully launched by the second developmental 
flight of Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
MarkIII (GSLV MkIII-D2) on November 14, 2018. It was 
launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at 
Sriharikotta in Andhra Pradesh.

GSAT-29 is a multiband, multi-beam communication 
satellite, intended to serve as test bed for several new 
and critical technologies. The satellite will provide 
hi-speed connectivity facilities in remote areas of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Northeast and other far flung areas 
of the nation. The success of GSLV MkIII-D2 marks an 
important milestone in Indian space programme 
towards achieving self-reliance in launching heavier 
satellites.

The recent swearing of Mr. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih as 
President of Maldives, after a massive amount of 
turbulence in the Indian Ocean archipelago nation, 
signifies a new continuum to the India-Maldives bilateral 
ties. Considering this was the first visit made by PM Modi 
to Maldives after assuming office is important in its own 
accord. By attending the inaugural ceremony and 
congratulating the new President exhibits a major push 
towards India's 'Neighbourhood First' policy. The visit 
reflects India’s commitment to assist the Government and 
people of Maldives in their endeavour to build a peaceful, 
democratic and prosperous country. 

The PM further conveyed that India looked forward to 
working closely with Maldives and extend developmental 
assistance to the nation and achieve a sustainable social 
and economic development 

ISRO Successfully Launches
India’s Heaviest Satellite

‘We in India strongly desire to see a stable, democratic, 
prosperous and peaceful Republic of Maldives’: PM Modi




